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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In February 2018, the Arcata City Council voted to remove the statue of President McKinley from
Arcata Plaza in downtown Arcata. Removal of the McKinley Statue from Arcata Plaza qualifies
as a discretionary action by the City and thus provisions of California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) apply, specifically CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 and California Public Resources
Code (PRC) Section 21084.1. Arcata Plaza, a one-block central square bounded by 8th, G, 9th, and
H streets, is a locally designated historic landmark. Arcata Plaza is also within the locally
designated Arcata Plaza Historic District, bounded by 7th, F, 10th, and I streets. 1 Therefore, both
Arcata Plaza and Arcata Plaza Historic District are historical resources under the CEQA, as per
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a)(2). The McKinley Statue is at the center of Arcata Plaza
and removal of the statue has the potential for a substantial adverse change to both the Arcata Plaza
Historic Landmark and Arcata Plaza Historic District. 2 This report has been prepared in support
of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that the City is preparing in compliance with CEQA
for the statue removal project.
The City hired JRP Historical Consulting, LLC (JRP) to prepare this Historical Resource Report
to identify the status of the McKinley Statue as a historical resource, provide analysis regarding
the impact of the statue’s removal on Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark and Arcata Plaza Historic
District, and recommend possible measures to mitigate the impact of the statue’s removal.
JRP concludes in this report that the proposed project to remove the McKinley Statue from Arcata
Plaza will cause a substantial adverse change to both Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark and Arcata
Plaza Historic District because removal of the statue would materially impair these two historical
resources as per CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b).

1

City of Arcata, Arcata General Plan, October 4, 2000, amended October 2008, Historical Preservation Element,
Chapter 5.4, pp. 5-25—5-27, 5-35, Figures HP-a, Figure HP-b. The General Plan uses the terms “historic landmark”
and “historical site” interchangeably. For the purposes of this report, only “historic landmark” will be used.
2
City of Arcata, Arcata General Plan, Historical Preservation Element, Chapter 5.4, 5-27.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ALTERNATIVES

2.1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The McKinley Statue is located in the center of Arcata Plaza, a one-block square plaza bounded
by 8th, G, 9th, and H streets in the heart of downtown Arcata. The City proposes to remove the
McKinley Statue and the concrete pedestal on which it is mounted from Arcata Plaza. The concrete
pedestal is surrounded by a circular concrete planter box filled with soil and landscaping. This
planter box and any potential concrete elements of the statue’s base currently buried and obscured
from view by the planter box and its contents would remain. Under the current project proposal,
the statue and concrete pedestal would be placed in storage at a City facility.
2.2. ALTERNATIVES
The City is considering three alternatives to the above project proposal:
1) Remove the statue and pedestal, store it in a City facility, and seek out parties who might
want the statue.
2) Remove the statue and pedestal and relocate it to Redwood Park, a City-owned park on
the east side of Arcata. This alternative also calls for the installation of an interpretive
signage at the former site of the statue in Arcata Plaza, and interpretive signage next to
the statue in Redwood Park.
3) No project alternative. Under this alternative, no action would be taken and the statue
would remain in place.
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HISTORIC BACKGROUND

The beginning of Arcata Plaza dates back to the original Euro-American settlement of the area in
1850 by a party of miners who sailed to Humboldt Bay seeking a route to the inland gold mining
region along the Trinity River. L.K. Wood of the Union Company, as this group was known, laid
out the town of Union (later Arcata) into blocks and lots in 1850, including the central town square
now known as Arcata Plaza. From the outset, the plaza functioned as the center of Euro-American
commercial, civic, and social gatherings for the town. Initially, tents and crude buildings
surrounded the plaza, but as time passed, permanent buildings were built. Fire, too, played a role
in the evolution of the plaza area, as several conflagrations in the last half of the nineteenth century
destroyed many buildings in the city, including an 1875 fire that razed the entire block on the north
side of the plaza. Activity at the plaza and its status as the commercial heart of the settlers’
community was enhanced by the construction of the Arcata and Mad River Railroad depot in 1855
at the southwest corner of 8th and H streets. The railroad, with a wharf on Humboldt Bay, carried
passengers and freight to and from the depot. August Jacoby built a large mercantile building
across the street from the depot, which became a main supply storehouse for miners and farmers.
In the early years, several livery stables surrounded the plaza and the adjacent streets served as a
terminus and embarkation point for mining country pack trains. The main road between Arcata
and Eureka also came into the plaza area. In 1897, the construction of Arcata City Hall at the
corner of G and 9th streets gave another boost to activity in the plaza area. While construction of
buildings on the streets surrounding the plaza continued throughout the nineteenth century, the
plaza itself was an open space void of buildings and structures, save a flagpole in the center, and
during this early settlement period nearby residents commonly grazed livestock in the plaza. 3
A major transformation of the plaza started in 1895, inspired by local resident Charles Murdock
who advocated for the beautification of the plaza. Murdock wrote in the Arcata Union: “The Plaza
should be a thing of beauty and a center of life and interest. No building should rest upon it, but
green sword, and well-kept walks, a fountain, shrubs, and trees should be so attractive that it would
be the pride of every citizen." Local residents followed Murdock’s vision and formed the Plaza
Improvement Committee with the mission to enhance the beauty of the plaza. The first
improvements came in 1901 with passage of an ordinance banning livestock grazing on the plaza,
and the construction of a covered bandstand at the center. Over the next decade rose bushes,
boxwoods, and two palm trees were planted; benches installed; a radial pattern of sidewalks built;
and a drinking fountain donated by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union was installed. 4
Early twentieth century changes to the plaza included the installation of the McKinley Statue. The
statue came to be in Arcata Plaza because of the efforts of Arcata resident George Zehndner who
3
Susie Van Kirk, “Portraits of the Plaza,” in the Humboldt Historian (September-October 1990), 3-6; Guerra &
McBane, City of Arcata Historic Context Statement, March 2012, 6-7.
4
Susie Van Kirk, “Portraits of the Plaza,” in the Humboldt Historian (September-October 1990), 3-6; Susie Van Kirk,
The Plaza: Arcata, California (Arcata: White Publishing, 1986), n.p.; Guerra & McBane, City of Arcata Historic
Context Statement, March 2012, 14-15.
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in 1905 hired San Francisco sculptor Haig Patigian to create the piece. Zehndner, an admirer of
McKinley, wanted a statue to commemorate the President who was assassinated in 1901. Patigian
completed the bronze eight and a half foot tall statue in early 1906. In waiting for shipment to
Arcata, the McKinley Statue survived the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and fire before being
sent to Arcata in May 1906. Zehndner donated the statue to the City of Arcata and an official
dedication ceremony occurred on July 4, 1906. The statue stood on a granite pedestal in the center
of the plaza, supplanting the short-lived bandstand which was torn down (Plate 1 and Plate 2). 5
Throughout the twentieth century and into the twenty-first century, Arcata Plaza has remained at
the core of downtown Arcata’s commercial and social life. The plaza has been the site of band
concerts, picnics, parades, social events, community celebrations, and festivals. Up until World
War II, the area adjacent the plaza district continued to be the commercial and civic center of the
town. This hub of activity was home to many of the leading businesses in town, and the most
desirable properties were those on the streets facing the plaza. In the post World War II era, activity
in downtown generally declined as people and businesses moved to suburban areas. Construction
of the US 101 freeway through Arcata further contributed to this trend as it took away traffic that
formerly passed through downtown. Another blow to the plaza area was the construction of a new
City Hall at 7th and F streets in 1967 and abandonment of the old City Hall at the northeast corner
of 8th and G streets on the plaza. The plaza area has persisted, however, as a town center and focal
point of downtown (Plate 3). Recently, like many other downtowns throughout the country, Arcata
is experiencing an upswing around the plaza which is vibrant with trendy shops and restaurants.
Through all of this, the McKinley Statue has remained a well-known downtown landmark. 6

5
Susie Van Kirk, “Portraits of the Plaza,” in the Humboldt Historian (September-October 1990), 3-6; Susie Van Kirk,
The Plaza: Arcata, California (Arcata: White Publishing, 1986), n.p.; Peter Garland, “McKinley Statue and Arcata,”
Humboldt Historian (September-October 1987), 4-10.
6
Susie Van Kirk, “Portraits of the Plaza,” in the Humboldt Historian (September-October 1990), 3-6; Susie Van Kirk,
The Plaza: Arcata, California (Arcata: White Publishing, 1986), n.p.; Guerra & McBane, City of Arcata Historic
Context Statement, March 2012, 45.
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Plate 1. Gathering in Arcata Plaza in 1914 to celebrate the completion of the Northwest
Pacific Railroad. 7

Plate 2. View of Arcata Plaza ca. 1920 looking northeast. 8

7

Seely Brothers, “Railroad Celebration, Arcata, Cal.,” Photo No. 2003.01.2436, Palmquist Photograph Collection,
Humboldt Room, Humboldt State University Library.
8
“Arcata Plaza Looking Northeast From Top of Brizard Building,” Photo No. 1999.02.0383, Ericson Photograph
Collection, Humboldt Room, Humboldt State University Library.
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Plate 3. View of Arcata Plaza in 1970 looking northeast. 9

9

“Bird’s-Eye View of Arcata Plaza Looking Northeast,” Photo No. 1999.07.0106, Humboldt County Collection,
Humboldt Room, Humboldt State University Library.
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IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

In consultation with the City of Arcata Community Development Department, JRP identified the
historical resources for this project as Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark and Arcata Plaza Historic
District (Figure 1). Both Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark and Arcata Plaza Historic District are
locally designated historic resources, designated in the City of Arcata General Plan by Ordinance
No. 1377 on September 3, 2008. 10 Based on this designation, the Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark
and Arcata Plaza Historic District are considered historical resources, as per CEQA Guidelines
Section 15064.5(a)(2).
Arcata Plaza Historic District is a nine-block area bounded by 7th, F, 10th, and I streets. It was
designated as local historic resource “for the unique historical, architectural, aesthetic, and
economic values that it represents to the city” and for its “unique historical, aesthetic and cultural
interest and significance to the residents and businesses of Arcata. Reflecting its central place in
Arcata’s heritage and identity.” Arcata Plaza Historic District includes all of the “older structures
that border the adjacent streets and help define the Plaza’s character.” There are presently dozens
of buildings and structures within the nine-block area of the historic district, comprised of
commercial and residential properties, and dating from the early European settlement era up to
recent years. Among the buildings in the historic district are nine buildings that are locally
designated historic landmarks in addition to the Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark. The General Plan
does not include any further historic significance justification than what is quoted above, nor does
it include an identification of contributors and non-contributors to the historic district (those
buildings and structures that contribute to the historic district’s historic significance), a list
character-defining features (the features of the historic district and its contributors that define its
character), definition of a period of significance (the period of time in which the historic district
was historically significant), or discussion of historic integrity (the ability of the historic district to
convey its historic significance). The above terms are derived from National Register of Historic
Places guidelines and are widely used as a methodology for defining, evaluating, and analyzing
historic districts, and are useful in assessing impacts to historical resources for CEQA
compliance. 11
In the center of Arcata Plaza Historic District is Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark. The General Plan
identifies five “principal features” of Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark: 1) the McKinley Statue, 2)
the generally symmetrical pattern of walkways, 3) open nature of the Plaza and absence of
buildings, 4) the Women’s Christian Temperance Union drinking fountain, and 5) the existing
palm trees. 12 The McKinley Statue is the center piece of Arcata Plaza and the eight radial sidewalks
all lead to the statue. The bronze statue is about eight and a half feet tall and stands on a granite
10
City of Arcata, Arcata General Plan, Historical Preservation Element, Chapter 5.4, pp. 5-25—5-27, 5-35, Figures
HP-a, Figure HP-b.
11
City of Arcata, Arcata General Plan, Historical Preservation Element, Chapter 5.4, pp. 5-25—5-27, 5-35, Figures
HP-a, Figure HP-b.
12
City of Arcata, Arcata General Plan, Historical Preservation Element, Chapter 5.4, pp. 5-25, 5-27.

7

Arcata Plaza McKinley Statue Removal Project

2018

pedestal about eight feet tall and four feet wide. On the west side of the pedestal is inscribed
“WILLIAM MCKINLEY” and on the east side, “PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF ARCATA BY
GEORGE ZEHNDNER MCMVI.” Also on the east side, high on the pedestal just below
McKinley’s feet is inscribed “HAIG PATIGIAN SC. 1906.” Historic photographs show a circular
base of concrete steps below the pedestal, but the planter box is obscuring this element of the
statue. The project to remove the McKinley Statue has the potential to cause a substantial adverse
change to two historical resources under CEQA: Arcata Plaza Historic District and Arcata Plaza
Historic Landmark. See Photographs 1-19.
JRP Staff Historian Steven J. “Mel” Melvin conducted fieldwork for this project on May 29, 2018,
to examine the existing condition of the McKinley Statue and observe the statue in the context of
Arcata Plaza Historic District. Mr. Melvin took photographs of the statue, plaza, and surrounding
elements of the historic district. On May 30, 2018, Mr. Melvin met with City Community
Development Department staff to discuss the project, identification of historical resources, and
project impacts to historical resources.
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Figure 1. Map from the Arcata General Plan showing the Arcata Plaza Historic District
outlined by a dashed red line, and the Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark as the dotted area in the
center of the historic district.
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Photograph 1. McKinley Statue, camera facing northeast, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 2. McKinley Statue, camera facing east, May 29, 2018.

Photograph 3. McKinley Statue pedestal, camera facing southwest, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 4. Women’s Christian Temperance Union drinking fountain, camera
facing northeast, May 29, 2018.

Photograph 5. Arcata Plaza, from corner of 8th and H streets showing the symmetry
and pattern of sidewalks, camera facing east, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 6. Arcata Plaza, from corner of 9th and G streets showing the two
palm trees, camera facing southwest, May 29, 2018.

Photograph 7. Arcata Plaza from 8th Street with McKinley Statue in distance and
one of the radial sidewalks, camera facing north, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 8. This Google Earth aerial image illustrates the radial pattern of the
sidewalks.

Photograph 9. Arcata Plaza from H Street showing the open nature of the plaza,
camera facing southeast, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 10. Buildings on 9th Street facing the plaza, camera facing northwest,
May 29, 2018.

Photograph 11. Buildings on 8th Street from the center of Arcata Plaza, camera
facing southwest, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 12. Buildings on 8th Street facing the plaza, camera facing southwest,
May 29, 2018.

Photograph 13. Buildings on the G Street facing the plaza, camera facing
southeast, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 14. Buildings on the H Street facing the plaza, camera facing
southwest, May 29, 2018.

Photograph 15. Residence in the Arcata Plaza Historic District on the corner of
10th and F streets, camera facing southwest, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 16. Row of residences in the Arcata Plaza Historic District on 9th
Street near F Street, camera facing northwest, May 29, 2018.

Photograph 17. Commercial buildings in the Arcata Plaza Historic District on H
Street near 10th Street, camera facing northwest, May 29, 2018.
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Photograph 18. Commercial building in the Arcata Plaza Historic District at the
corner of 8th and I streets, camera facing southwest, May 29, 2018.

Photograph 19. Commercial building in the Arcata Plaza Historic District on the
corner of 10th and I streets, camera facing southeast, May 29, 2018.
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IMPACTS ANALYSIS AND IDENTIFICATION OF APPROPRIATE MITIGATION
MEASURES

5.1. CEQA EFFECTS ANALYSIS
The analysis of project impacts under CEQA is related to the effect of a proposed project on the
integrity of a historical resource and its ability to convey its significance. CEQA Guidelines
Section 15064.5(b) state that “a project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the
environment.” This section of the CEQA guidelines further details the standards for impacts to
historical resources and includes the following [Section 15064.5 (b)(1)-(2)]:
•

Substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource means physical
demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate
surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially
impaired.

•

The significance of an historical resource is materially impaired when a project:
•

Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics
that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources pursuant to
section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its identification in an historical
resources survey meeting the requirements of section 5024.1(g) of the Public
Resources Code, unless the public agency reviewing the effects of the project
establishes by a preponderance of evidence that the resource is not historically or
culturally significant…

The project proposes to remove the McKinley Statue and the granite pedestal on which it is
mounted from Arcata Plaza and place it in a City storage facility. Because the McKinley Statue is
a component of two distinct historical resources under CEQA—Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark
and Arcata Plaza Historic District—the below analysis is provided to assess the impacts on each
historical resource separately.
5.1.1. Impacts to the Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark
The proposed project would constitute a substantial adverse change to Arcata Plaza Historic
Landmark. The McKinley Statue is identified in the General Plan as one of five “principal features”
of the Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark and is the centerpiece of the plaza. The relative importance
of the statue is raised by there being only four other principal features of this historical resource:
two palm trees, the symmetrical pattern of sidewalks, a drinking fountain, and the open nature of
the plaza. Furthermore, the statue is the most noticeable of the principal features and all eight radial
sidewalks in the plaza lead to the statue. Therefore, the Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark would be
materially impaired, as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(1)-(2), and the proposed
project would substantially alter this historical resource under CEQA.
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5.1.2. Impacts to the Arcata Plaza Historic District
The proposed project would also constitute a substantial adverse change to Arcata Plaza Historic
District. As noted above, the General Plan does not identify contributors and non-contributors, or
“principal features” of the historic district. This analysis shall assume, therefore, that the McKinley
Statue is a contributor/principal feature of Arcata Plaza Historic District. As with Arcata Plaza
Historic Landmark, the McKinley Statue is in the center of Arcata Plaza Historic District, and the
radial pattern of the sidewalks further contributes to the statue being the focal point of the historic
district by allowing clear sight lines to the statue and encouraging pedestrian traffic from eight
directions. The main commercial businesses in the historic district are located on the streets
adjacent to the plaza, and the plaza’s openness makes the statue highly visible from any of these
streets, sidewalks, and businesses. Historically, the plaza has maintained this relative openness and
the statue has remained highly visible. As the centerpiece of the city center, the statue has been
throughout its history a well-known downtown landmark. Furthermore, the McKinley Statue is a
unique element of the Arcata Plaza Historic District. The statue is the only statue in a historic
district overwhelmingly comprised of buildings. It is also a statue commemorating a US President,
rather than a person directly important to Arcata history, and therefore serves the function of
transcending local affairs as represented by the buildings in the historic district and instilling the
district with a national affect and character. Therefore, the Arcata Plaza Historic District would be
materially impaired, as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(1)-(2), and the proposed
project would substantially alter this historical resource under CEQA.
5.2. IDENTIFICATION OF APPROPRIATE MITIGATION MEASURES
As part of compliance under CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(4), the City is required to
identify feasible measures to mitigate and lessen the significant adverse changes associated with
the project. As the project calls for the removal of the McKinley Statue and is granite base, there
is no means to fully mitigate the impacts, but measures can be taken that would lessen the impacts.
CEQA Guidelines state that mitigation measures must be fully enforceable through permit
conditions, agreements, or other legally binding instruments. Additionally, there needs to be a
connection between mitigation measures and legitimate government interests, and the mitigation
measures must be “roughly proportional” to the impacts of the project. 13 The CEQA Guidelines
do not prescribe what mitigation measures may be appropriate, but they do provide some
parameters regarding adequacy of such measures. 14
The following proposed mitigation measures are intended to address the CEQA provisions in
relation to the McKinley Statue being removed from Arcata Plaza Historic Landmark and Arcata
Plaza Historic District. The proposed measures also take into account their relative appropriateness
in relationship to the project impacts on the historic district. The recommended measures include
13
14

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(4)
CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(b)(1)-(2)
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1) interpretive panels, 2) public report / pamphlet, 3) documentary video, 4) website, and 5) tie-in
with local historical society or museum programming / exhibit.
5.2.1. Mitigation Measure 1: Interpretive Panels
Interpretation is a very common mitigation measure to address impacts to historical resources.
Presentation of information through signage, panels, or exhibits is often the main means of
interpretation to the general public. Interpretive panels usually include text and photographs,
including historic photographs. Interpretation is meant to inform the public about the past.
Interpretation explains not just what, but the why of history. Through interpretation of the past,
people understand the impact of past events and values upon their lives today and are informed of
the choices before them. Guidance for developing themes and materials for interpretation is
available from several sources. These include the National Register Bulletin: Telling the Stories:
Planning Effective Interpretive Programs for Properties Listed in the National Register of Historic
Places and Great Tours! 15
It is recommended that the mitigation measure for interpretive panels establish specifications for
standards of its construction, i.e. materials and size. For example, the interpretive panels would be
sufficiently durable to withstand typical Arcata weather conditions for at least 10 years, like fiberglass embedment panels, that meet National Park Service signage standards. 16 The mitigation
measure for the interpretive panels would need to address how the content would be prepared, who
prepares the content, and who gets to review and comment on the interpretive panels. It is
recommended that the mitigation measure also specify that the content be based on cited historical
documentation.
5.2.2. Mitigation Measure 2: Public Report / Pamphlet
A report or pamphlet could be prepared for consumption by the general public on the statue’s
history and the removal of the statue from Arcata Plaza. This report or pamphlet would be
distributed to local repositories and museums. It could also be made available to any local
businesses and could be made available online through the City website. As with the interpretive
panels, the mitigation measure would need to address how the report / pamphlet would be prepared,
who prepares that content, and who gets to review and approve the report / pamphlet.
5.2.3. Mitigation Measure 3: Documentary Video
A short video could be created that presents the history of the statue and the issues related to its
removal. Videos, such as these, are sometimes prepared to sufficient quality that they can be
broadcast on public television. It is possible that such a video would also be made available through
15
Ron Thompson and Marilyn Harper, Telling the Stories: Planning Effective Interpretive Programs for Properties
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places (National Park Service, National Register History and Education,
2000).
16
National Park Service, “Wayside Exhibits: A Guide to Developing Outdoor Interpretive Exhibits, October 2009,”
Harpers Ferry Center Wayside Exhibits, http://www.nps.gov/hfc/pdf/waysides/wayside-guide-first-edition.pdf
(accessed June 2018).
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a local museum, or it could be used as part of a display in the museum. Again, this mitigation
measure to address how the video would be prepared, who prepares its content, and who gets to
review and approve the video.
5.2.4. Mitigation Measure 4: Website
There are opportunities to place appropriate material on a City website, or local museum’s website,
about the statue’s history and removal. This mitigation measure, too, would need to specify what
would be placed on a website or websites, parties involved in content preparation, and content
review and approval.
5.2.5. Mitigation Measure 5: Local Historical Society Exhibit Tie-in
This mitigation measure would be regarding the history of the statue and its removal, and it would
be formulated around an existing program / exhibit at a local historical society or local museum,
if any such programming / exhibit exists. Potential entities are Humboldt State University,
Humboldt County Historical Society, Historical Sites Society of Arcata, and Clarke Historical
Museum. Other entities could include local Native American tribes.

23

Arcata Plaza McKinley Statue Removal Project
6.

2018

PREPARERS’ QUALIFICATIONS

JRP Partner Christopher McMorris (M.S., Historic Preservation, Columbia University) oversaw
and contributed to this Historical Resource Report. Mr. McMorris has 19 years of experience and
specializes in conducting historic resource studies for compliance with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act and CEQA, as well as other historic preservation projects. Based on his
level of education and experience, Mr. McMorris meets and exceeds the United States Secretary
of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards under History and Architectural History (as
defined in 36 CFR Part 61).
JRP Staff Historian/Architectural Historian Steven J. “Mel” Melvin (M.A., Public History,
California State University, Sacramento) was the primary author of this report. Mr. Melvin has
over 12 years of experience conducting a wide variety of historical research, fieldwork, and
cultural resource management projects for compliance with Section 106 and CEQA, including
historic resource inventory and evaluation, and effects and impacts analysis. Mr. Melvin meets
and exceeds the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards under History and
Architectural History (as defined in 36 CFR Part 61).
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