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II. PROJECT INFORMATION
1. Project Location
The Humboldt Bay Trail will link the cities of Arcata and Eureka, located in the North Coast
region of California, with a Class I, ADA-accessible multi-use trail. The project will divert
bicycle and pedestrian traffic away from Highway 101, State Route 255 and Old Arcata Road.
The corridor will also serve as a section of the California Coastal Trail. Approximately half of
the trail is within the Highway 101 corridor, and runs adjacent to the Humboldt Bay National
Wildlife Refuge. This grant will fund the final phase of the Humboldt Bay Trail–North, from
Samoa Boulevard in Arcata to the Highway 101/Bracut intersection, and will be built within the
North Coast Railroad Authority’s railroad right-of-way. See map in Attachment 1.
2. Project Coordinates
Latitude _____40.8503_____

Longitude _____-124.0828_____

3. Project Description
Purpose
The Humboldt Bay Trail is the backbone of Humboldt County’s envisioned regional trail system,
linking the cities of Arcata and Eureka. The project will divert bicycle and pedestrian traffic
away from Highway 101, State Route 255 and Old Arcata Road onto a regionally-desired multimodal trail. Arcata’s section is a 4.5-mile-long Class I, ADA-accessible trail that will provide a
safe route between Humboldt County’s two largest cities. The proposed trail will allow the
community to eliminate over 60,000 motorized vehicle trips annually while connecting key
Arcata neighborhoods with local destinations, such as the downtown, high school, parks, and
business districts. Active Transportation Program (ATP) investment will help save lives,
improve traffic flow on Highway 101, provide low-income populations with improved
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transportation choices, preserve rail infrastructure, and protect sensitive coastal habitats. This
project has been firmly established as the region’s #1 transportation priority. The project is buildready, highly matched by local funds and draws on exceptional community support and
partnerships.

Primary project benefits include:
•

Provide safe access for non-motorized travel – The region’s current transportation
infrastructure does not safely serve pedestrians and bicyclists. Projected increases in
pedestrian and bicycle trips will result in more accidents, injuries and fatalities without
the proposed improvements.

•

Improve traffic flow on Highway 101 – Moving pedestrians and bicyclists away from
roads that were not meant to accommodate them will improve the overall transportation
system’s efficiency. By removing driver distractions and supporting the State’s Highway
101 corridor Improvement Project, the trail will result in the improved movement of
people and goods across the region.

•

Improve existing, underutilized rail infrastructure – The project will immediately
stabilize deteriorating rail infrastructure from a state of disrepair and help secure the
community’s primary levee, which protects Highway 101 from sea level rise on
Humboldt Bay.

•

Improve financial flexibility of low-income families – Arcata’s low-income households
spend too much on the combined costs of housing and transportation. The project allows
multi-vehicle households to shift to single-vehicles and provides families and individuals
without a vehicle improved transportation choices.
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•

Protect the environment – The proposed multi-use trail will help reduce vehicle miles
traveled (VMT), and thereby eliminate significant greenhouse gas emissions.

•

Improve livability and community health – This project encourages active living by
improving the interconnectivity of neighborhoods to economic, educational, recreational,
and civic opportunities.

Need
Currently, if an individual wants to walk or bike between Arcata and Eureka, there are only three
options: Highway 101, State Route 255 or Old Arcata Road. All three routes pose safety risks to
pedestrians and bicyclists. None adequately allow for non-vehicular use, and all three create
confusion, distraction and delays for drivers.

Highway 101 is the most heavily trafficked route that pedestrians and bicyclists use. The section
of highway used by non-drivers runs approximately 6 miles from Eureka to Arcata, around the
northern portion of Humboldt Bay. There is no dedicated lane for bicyclists or pedestrians; they
must ride on the highway shoulder, with little room to maneuver and only a few feet from
oncoming motorists. The road is heavily travelled by drivers ranging from commuters and
tourists in cars, SUVs, and RVs to 18-wheelers hauling massive exposed cut timbers.

The other two routes between Arcata and Eureka – State Route 255 and Old Arcata Road – are
deemed even less safe for pedestrians and bicyclists. State Route 255 has higher average speeds
than Highway 101, and includes a two-lane, two-way bridge with no shoulder. The route via Old
Arcata Road is significantly longer than Highway 101 and is hazardous due to low visibility.
Blind curves, crumbling shoulders and poor road striping, combined with increased distance and
travel time, make these two routes unsafe alternatives to Highway 101.
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Bicyclists and pedestrians along the highway shoulder slow the flow of traffic and create systemwide inefficiencies up and down the corridor. Due to the safety concerns along this section of
Highway 101, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has made the segment a
“safety corridor” and reduced speed limits from 65 miles per hour to 50. Shifting pedestrian and
bicycling trips to multi-modal trails will increase the ability for Caltrans to raise speed limits and
improve the flow of people and goods in the region.

The combined costs of housing and transportation are also exorbitantly high in Arcata. Over 28%
of the City’s population lives in poverty, compared to 13.7% across California and 13.8% in the
United States. The North Coast also has some of the highest gas prices in the country. The
Center for Neighborhood Technology, which urges families to spend no more than 45% of a
household budget on housing and transportation costs, measures Arcata at a staggering 61.5% on
its Housing + Transportation Affordability Index. Proposed improvements will provide
opportunities for low-income residents to live without a vehicle, thereby reducing costly
transportation expenses.

Scope of Work
The scope of work for the project includes the following elements:
•

Construction of the final 3.0 miles of non-motorized transportation corridor from Samoa
Boulevard in Arcata to the 101/Bracut intersection.

A

detailed

scope

of

work

with

full

technical

specifications

is

available

at www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014. The project will
involve preparation and mitigation work by the California Conservation Corps, including
vegetation clearing and removal of debris along the trail. Contract-bid construction will involve:
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•

•

Construction of a Class I, ADA accessible

•

Mobilization & Demobilization

multi-use, non-motorized paved trail

•

Traffic Control Plan & Implementation

Construction of fencing, physical

•

Erosion & Sediment Control Measures

barriers, signage and striping
4. Project Status
This project has completed 100% of planning and engineering. CEQA was certified by the City
in May 2013 and CEQA concurrence was provided by the California Transportation Commission
in March 2014. Caltrans is processing NEPA for the project, which is scheduled for completion
by December 2014. Initial meetings have been completed with all permitting agencies and draft
permits have been prepared. Upon NEPA completion, permits will be submitted and the one
right-of-way acquisition will be secured. Permits and right-of-way is scheduled for completion
by March 2015. Education materials have also been created to encourage trail use.

III. SCREENING CRITERIA
1. Demonstrated Needs of the Applicant
Current pedestrian and bicycling options are unsafe for area residents. Neither Highway 101,
State Route 255 nor Old Arcata Road adequately allow for non-vehicular use, as these roadways
do not have dedicated bike lanes. Bicyclists and pedestrians must travel on narrow shoulders,
with little room to maneuver and only a few feet from oncoming motorists. High speeds, low
visibility and poor road striping contribute to extremely dangerous conditions for bicyclists and
pedestrians. Between 2007 and 2009, the Arcata Police Department responded to 19
pedestrian/vehicle collisions and 48 bicycle collisions that resulted in injury and three fatalities
within a 1.5 mile buffer of the proposed trail. Unfortunately, pedestrian and bicycle collisions
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have held steady since 2009. According to the University of California–Berkeley’s SafeTREC
Transportation Injury Mapping System, between 2009 and 2013, Arcata experienced 30
pedestrian collisions and 52 bicycle accidents. Pedestrian and bicycle collisions represented more
than 52% of accidents in Arcata during that time period. ATP funding will support the
development of a multi-modal trail between Arcata and Eureka that will shift bike and pedestrian
trips away from hazardous roadways.

The Humboldt Bay Trail–Arcata is also needed to serve the region’s neediest residents. The
median household income in Arcata is $32,097, compared to $61,400 across California and
$53,046 nationally. The North Coast also has some of the highest gas prices in the country.
Furthermore, the Center for Neighborhood Technology, which urges families to spend no more
than 45% of a household budget on housing and transportation costs, measures Arcata at a
staggering 61.5% on its Housing + Transportation Affordability Index. The construction of the
multi-modal trail will provide disadvantaged families and individuals with increased
transportation choice, and allow households to live without a vehicle.
When completed, the trail will be one of Northern California’s most heavily used multi-use
paths, with over 294,000 annual trips. The project is estimated to produce $2 million in economic
benefits, nearly $38 million in health benefits and over 60,000 saved vehicle trips per year.
2. Consistency with Regional Transportation Plan
The Humboldt County Association of Governments’ 2008 Regional Transportation Plan
(amended 1/17/2013) and draft five-year update identify the Humboldt Bay Trail as a priority.
The Humboldt County Association of Governments has adopted a policy that “recognizes the
high level of public support for a dedicated bicycle and pedestrian trail … between Eureka and
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Arcata, and supports multi-jurisdictional, public and private efforts to develop it.” The project is
also included in the Humboldt County Coastal Trail Implementation Strategy, Regional Bicycle
Plan and Regional Pedestrian Plan.

IV. NARRATIVE QUESTIONS
1. Potential for increased walking and bicycling, especially among students, including the
identification of walking and bicycling routes to and from schools, transit facilities,
community centers, employment centers, and other destinations; and including
increasing and improving connectivity and mobility of non-motorized users.
A. Describe how project encourages increased walking and bicycling, especially among
students.
In 2008, Arcata surveyed over 1,100 residents and visitors to assess its parks and recreation
system. The #1 recreational amenity that survey respondents requested was more trails
connecting points of interest throughout the community. Safety concerns were also identified as
the primary reason why more people don’t currently use non-motorized means to commute and
make short trips.

The project will close large gaps in the region’s trail network that make Arcata difficult to
navigate for pedestrians and bicyclists, especially those traveling along the California Coastal
Trail. The proposed trail segment was identified in the 2004 and 2009 Arcata Pedestrian and
Bicycle Master Plans to provide connectivity between residential, employment and recreational
centers, including three popular Arcata parks, the local pool, tennis courts, the Arcata Plaza, the
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Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary, and Humboldt Bay. The trail will also serve several daily
commuter destinations such as Arcata High School and the central Arcata business district.

The completed trail will be one of the most heavily used multi-use pathways in Northern
California, with over 294,000 annual trips (based on Alta’s Humboldt Trail Feasibility Study).
Improvements will increase the mobility of all residents, particularly low-income populations
and students. Residents of disadvantaged neighborhoods along the trail (e.g, Humboldt Plaza
Housing) will have safe alternatives to access key employment, educational, cultural, and
recreational destinations. Arcata High School students will use the trail to connect with locations
across the community. Humboldt State University’s 8,000+ students will similarly benefit from
the trail.

The trail will be built within the North Coast Railroad Authority’s railroad right-of-way. The
project requires one right-of-way acquisition. Arcata is currently working with a cooperative
property owner to acquire the land. The City has funds available for the acquisition, and a
contingency plan in place in the event of delay.

B. Describe the number and type of possible users and their destinations, and the anticipated
percentage increase in users upon completion of your project. Data collection methods
should be described.
The importance of linking Arcata to Eureka via a non-motorized transportation corridor cannot
be overstated. Sixty percent of Humboldt County’s population lives in or near these Humboldt
Bay cities. Arcata’s job base is comprised of the university/government and small
manufacturing, followed by health care and retail. Eureka is the regional trade center, dominated
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by retail and hospitality industries. The job diversity between the two major cities results in high
commuting rates between the cities. Safe, non-motorized routes will open up jobs to
economically-disadvantaged families and individuals, and allow two-car households to live
successfully with one vehicle, saving both money and gas. Specifically, the project connects the
Westwood Neighborhood, which houses Arcata’s low-income Humboldt Plaza Housing
development, with employment, educational, cultural, recreational, and civic opportunities.

More than 70% of Arcata’s population uses a vehicle for their daily commute. The City has a
goal of 50% non-motorized mode share by 2020. The project has been identified as key
infrastructure needed to achieve that goal, which will result in a reduction of 518,853 VMT
annually.

To estimate trail usage, the City used the Transportation Research Board’s National Cooperative
Highway Research Program Report 552: Guidelines for Analysis of Investments in Bicycle
Facilities. Based on this criteria, Arcata expects that bicycle commuting will increase by 80.3%,
and that bicycle recreation will increase by 41.9%.
Number of existing bicycle commuters

360

Number of new bicycle commuters

289

Number of existing recreational cyclists
Number of existing new recreational cyclists

1,768
741

A complete Cost Benefit analysis including methodology is included in Attachment 8 and also
available at www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014.
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C. Describe how this project improves walking and bicycling routes to and from, connects to,
or is part of a school or school facility, transit facility, community center, employment
center, state or national trail system, points of interest, and/or park.
The project will connect residential neighborhoods to business districts, schools, the downtown,
and parks and open spaces. In particular, the trail was designed to provide better pedestrian and
bicycling connections from low-income neighborhoods like the Humboldt Plaza Housing
development to areas like the central Arcata business district and Arcata High School, as well as
employment centers and amenities across the region. The project will also help link the
community to three Arcata parks, the local pool, tennis courts, the Arcata Plaza, the Arcata
Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary, Humboldt Bay, and construct Arcata’s portion of the California
Coastal Trail.

D. Describe how this project increases and/or improves connectivity, removes a barrier to
mobility and/or closes a gap in a non-motorized facility.
Safety concerns are cited in local surveys as the #1 barrier to increased walking and biking.
Dangerous highway conditions currently discourage pedestrian and bike trips between Arcata
and Eureka. A separate multi-use trail will remove that barrier, fill a critical connectivity gap in
Arcata’s trail network and improve mobility across the region.

2. Potential for reducing the number and/or rate of pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities and
injuries, including the identification of safety hazards for pedestrians and bicyclists.
A. Describe the potential of the project to reduce pedestrian and/or bicycle injuries or
fatalities.
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The Arcata Rail with Trail Connectivity Project was conceived to address serious bicycling and
pedestrian safety concerns in the region. Currently, bicyclists and pedestrians must travel on
narrow shoulders, with little room to maneuver and only a few feet from oncoming motorists.
High speeds and low visibility contribute to extremely dangerous conditions for bicyclists and
pedestrians. Improvements to Highway 101, State Route 255 and Old Arcata Road were deemed
unacceptable alternatives for pedestrian and bicycle traffic. ATP funding will support the
development of a multi-modal trail between Arcata and Eureka that will shift bike and pedestrian
trips away from hazardous roadways.

B. Describe if/how your project will achieve any or all of the following:
– Reduces speed or volume of motor

– Eliminates behaviors that lead to

vehicles

collisions
– Addresses inadequate traffic control

– Improves sight distance and visibility
– Improves compliance with local traffic
laws

devices
– Addresses inadequate bicycle facilities,
crosswalks or sidewalks

Current pedestrian and bicycling options are unsafe for area residents. Neither Highway 101,
State Route 255 nor Old Arcata Road adequately allow for non-vehicular use, as these roadways
do not have dedicated bike lanes. Shifting pedestrian and bike traffic to the proposed multimodal trail will remove conflicts on routes that were only designed with vehicles in mind. The
proposed trail will reduce area collisions, and increase the number of people who use alternative
transportation methods for their daily commute.

C. Describe the location’s history of events and the source(s) of data used.
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Between 2007 and 2009, the Arcata Police Department responded to 19 pedestrian/vehicle
collisions and 48 bicycle collisions that resulted in injury and three fatalities within a 1.5 mile
buffer of the proposed trail. According to the University of California–Berkeley’s SafeTREC
Transportation Injury Mapping System, between 2009 and 2013, Arcata experienced 30
pedestrian collisions and 52 bicycle accidents. Pedestrian and bicycle collisions represented more
than 52% of accidents in Arcata during that time period.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PLANNING
A. Describe the community-based public participation process that culminated in the project proposal
or plan, such as noticed meetings/public hearings, consultation with stakeholders, etc.

The Humboldt Bay Trail–Arcata was developed with an incredible degree of public involvement
and participation. A 2008 community survey of over 1,100 residents and visitors identified trails
connecting key community nodes as the #1 priority. Meetings have been held in several local
neighborhoods, and “Walk the Vision” events have built community support for project.
Between 2009 and 2012, the City completed a route alternatives analysis and design process for
the project that included over 20 public meetings/hearings and outreach presentations. Input from
all of these sources included public ratings of the route alternatives and prioritization of design
characteristics by the community.

Government agencies, local non-profits, the business community, and environmental advocacy
groups have come together in support of the project. Partners include:
•

Caltrans

•

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

•

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

•

Humboldt County Association of
Governments

•

North Coast Railroad Authority
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•

Humboldt County Public Works

•

Humboldt Baykeeper

•

Redwood Community Action Agency

•

Coastwalk

•

Humboldt Area Foundation

•

Timber Heritage Association

•

Humboldt Bay Bicycle Commuters’

•

Humboldt State University

Association

•

Pacific Gas & Electric

•

Humboldt Trails Council

•

Arcata Chamber of Commerce

•

Corridor Access Project

•

Eureka Chamber of Commerce

•

California State Coastal Conservancy

•

Humboldt County Convention &

•

Humboldt Bay Harbor District

•

North Coast Environmental Center

•

Bracut Industrial Park

•

Friends of the Arcata Marsh

•

Pacific Coast Joint Venture

•

Green Wheels

Visitors Bureau

The project has received broad support from local elected leaders, and enjoys the backing of
Assemblyman Wesley Chesbro, Congressman Jared Huffman and Senators Barbara Boxer and
Diana Feinstein. Trail improvements have also received financial and technical assistance
resources from Caltrans, the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance
Program, and the California State Coastal Conservancy.

In 2008, the Arcata voters passed an initiative to add ¾ cent local sales tax to support City
projects, including trails. Further community support is exemplified by a weekly Happy Trails
radio show, a citizen-initiated/citizen-led “bay [t]rail plan” (www.baytrailplan.org), local project
fundraising, and political advocacy. These efforts have led adjacent property owners to consider
how to tie their activities into the trail. Arcata High School is currently looking at their access to
Humboldt Bay Trail: Arcata Rail with Trail 15

the trail, as is the Historic Creamery District. A new residential neighborhood, Twin Parks, is
also designing access points to the trail that will run along the backside of the development.

The project also supports local and regional efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Arcata
was the first city in the region to inventory community greenhouse gas emissions. Over 26% of
the community’s emissions are generated from the transportation sector; annual emissions total
over 34,465 tons of carbon dioxide. In 2000, the City adopted the Community Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Plan, which outlines Arcata’s program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20%. A
multi-modal trail connecting Arcata and Eureka will reduce 518,853 VMT each year and
eliminate 236.73 tons of greenhouse gas emissions.

B. Describe the local participation process that resulted in the identification and prioritization
of the project.
Local surveys helped to identify the Humboldt Bay Trail–Arcata as an important regional
priority. The Humboldt County Association of Governments, the area’s Regional Transportation
Planning Agency, has since included a multi-modal trail between Arcata and Eureka in its 2008
Regional Transportation Plan (amended 1/17/2013) and draft five-year update. The Humboldt
County Association of Governments has also adopted a policy that “recognizes the high level of
public support for a dedicated bicycle and pedestrian trail … between Eureka and Arcata, and
supports multi-jurisdictional, public, and private efforts to develop it.” The project is also
included in the Humboldt County Coastal Trail Implementation Strategy, Regional Bicycle Plan
and Regional Pedestrian Plan. Public engagement was substantial throughout all of these
planning processes.
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In 2012, the North Coast Railroad Authority established an Ad Hoc Humboldt Bay Corridor
Committee to discuss the historic rail right-of-way around Humboldt Bay. The committee met
several times with the community to discuss this important infrastructure. The working group
resulted in a unanimously supported resolution that stated: “NCRA will prioritize rail
infrastructure restoration and trail development in the Eureka to Arcata corridor to more clearly
align its timing and objectives with those of the Humboldt County Association of
Governments’/Caltrans’ U.S. 101 Corridor Improvement Project.”

C. Is the project cost over $1 Million? Y/N

Y

If yes, is the project prioritized in an adopted city or county bicycle transportation plan, pedestrian
plan, safe routes to school plan, active transportation plan, trail plan, circulation element of a general
plan, or other publicly approved plan that incorporated elements of an active transportation plan?

Y

4. COST EFFECTIVENESS
A. Describe the alternatives that were considered. Discuss the relative costs and benefits of all
the alternatives and explain why the nominated one was chosen.
Three to five alignments were analyzed for each segment of the proposed trail. Each section was
rated for its impacts to aesthetics, agriculture, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources,
geology, hazards, hydrology and water quality, mineral use, land use planning, noise, population
and housing, public services, recreation, traffic and utilities. The comprehensive analysis also
evaluated the strengths of and challenges to the following publicly requested criteria:
•

Impact to adjacent properties

•

Land acquisition considerations

•

Availability of right-of-way

•

Operations and maintenance costs
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•

Overall user experience

•

Connectivity of segment

•

Accessibility of trail segment

•

Potential construction costs

Arcata’s alternatives analysis enabled the City to select the most efficient, least impactful option
available. Lastly, design priorities have been given to sensitive areas to ensure passage of
wildlife and minimize the impact to waterways where new bridge structures are required.

B. Calculate the ratio of the benefits of the project relative to both the total project cost and
𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩∗

𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩𝑩∗

funds requested (i.e., 𝑻𝑻𝑻𝑻𝑻𝑻𝑻𝑻𝑻𝑻 𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷 𝑪𝑪𝑪𝑪𝑪𝑪𝑪𝑪 and 𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷𝑷 𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭𝑭 𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹𝑹).

The City completed a cost-benefit analysis using the values such as commuter benefits,
community health benefits and environmental benefits (greenhouse gas reductions). The benefits
of the project over its 20 year lifespan are calculated at $172,412,000. The ratio of benefits to the
total project cost and the program funds requested is as follows:
•

Benefit/Total Project Cost = $172,412,000/$8,300,000 (for Phases I and II) = 20.8

•

Benefit/Program Funds Requested = $172,412,000/$3,100,000 = 55.6

The complete cost-benefit analysis is included as Attachment 8. To calculate these benefits,
Arcata used the following protocols:
•

U.S. Department of Transportation TIGER 2008 and 2011 cost-benefit analysis guidance

•

Transportation Research Board’s National Cooperative Highway Research Program
Report 552: Guidelines for Analysis of Investments in Bicycle Facilities

•

Environmental Protection Agency: Vehicle and gas consumption averages

5. IMPROVED PUBLIC HEALTH
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A. Describe how the project will improve public health, i.e. through the targeting of
populations who have a high risk factor for obesity, physical inactivity, asthma, or other
health issues.
The United States is currently experiencing a health epidemic – caused, in part, by a lack of
physical activity. Arcata and Eureka are no exception. Half of Humboldt County’s youth and
60% of adults are not regularly active; one-quarter of adults are completely inactive, according to
the 2008 Humboldt County General Plan Update Health Impact Assessment. The California
Department of Public Health measures 21.7% of Humboldt County adults as obese, which is
higher than California’s rate of 19.1%. Obesity rates for white females and diabetes-related
deaths are among some of the state’s highest. Diabetes is particularly deadly among local Native
Americans.

Trails, bikeways and walkways provide opportunities for physical activity and promote healthy
lifestyles. Health benefits of the proposed trail include decreased risks for heart disease, diabetes and
hypertension, as well as an increased sense of well-being. For children, benefits include
strengthening bones during critical growth periods, increased confidence and self-esteem, and
decreased childhood obesity risks. A separate multi-modal trail will also decrease the number of

pedestrian and bicycle injuries and fatalities.

6. BENEFIT TO DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES
A. I. Is the project located in a disadvantaged community? Y/N

Y

II. Does the project significantly benefit a disadvantaged community? Y/N

Y

a. Which criteria does the project meet? (Answer all that apply)
o

Median household income for the community benefited by the project: $__32,097__
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o

California Communities Environmental Health Screen Tool (CalEnvironScreen) score
for the community benefited by the project: ___16.78___

o

For projects that benefit public school students, percentage of students eligible for the
Free or Reduced Price Meals Programs: __50.4__ %

b. Should the community benefitting from the project be considered disadvantaged based on
criteria not specified in the program guidelines? If so, provide data for all criteria above
and a quantitative assessment of why the community should be considered disadvantaged.

Additional indicators of economic distress in Arcata, as measured by the U.S. Census Bureau’s
2008-2012 American Community Survey, include:
Arcata

California

United States

33.7%

15.3%

14.9%

$19,590

$29,551

$28,051

Unemployment

13.0%

11.0%

9.3%

Households with Food Stamps/SNAP
benefits

9.0%

7.2%

11.4%

Disability status (all people)

11.3%

10.0%

12.0%

Renter-occupied housing

64.8%

44.0%

34.5%

No vehicle available

11.3%

7.7%

9.0%

Poverty (all people)
Per capita income

B. Describe how the project demonstrates a clear benefit to a disadvantaged community and
what percentage of the project funding will benefit that community, for projects using the
school based criteria describe specifically the school students and community will benefit.
More than a third of Arcata’s population lives below the national poverty level. Median
household incomes are very low in the area ($32,097, compared to $61,400 across California and
$53,046 nationally). Furthermore, more than 11% of residents in Arcata do not have access to a
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vehicle. The proposed project will provide direct benefits to the City’s low-income populations
who already commute by walking and biking, and others who struggle to own a vehicle because
of concerns over the safety of current pedestrian and bicycling options. Safe, non-motorized
routes will open up jobs to economically-disadvantaged families and individuals, and allow twocar households to live successfully with one vehicle, saving both money and gas. Specifically,
the project connects the Westwood Neighborhood, which houses Arcata’s low-income Humboldt
Plaza Housing development, with employment, educational, cultural, recreational, and civic
opportunities. Because of the project’s location, relative to Arcata’s most disadvantaged
households, the City anticipates that 75% of ATP funding will provide direct benefits to the
disadvantaged community. This community is defined as households with a median household
income of less than 75% of the State Average.
7. USE OF CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS (CCC) OR A CERTIFIED
COMMUNITY CONSERVATION CORPS
A. The applicant has coordinated with the CCC to identify how a state conservation corps can
be a partner of the project. Y/N

Y

a. Name, e-mail, and phone # of the person contacted and the date the information was
submitted to them.
Virginia Clark, virginia.clark@ccc.ca.gov, (916) 341-3147; May 16, 2014
B. The applicant has coordinated with a representative from the California Association of
Local Conservation Corps (CALCC) to identify how a certified community conservation
corps can be a partner of the project. Y/N

Y
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The City received an email from Cynthia Vitale with CALCC that indicates they will not
be able to partner on this project.
C. The applicant intends to utilize the CCC or a certified community conservation corps on
all items where participation is indicated? Y/N

Y

I have coordinated with a representative of the CCC; and the following are project items
that they are qualified to partner on:
•

Remove native saltwater and freshwater plants for reestablishment within the project area

•

Clear and remove vegetation from the trail corridor

•

Assist in replanting native plants along corridor post-construction

•

Assist with planting of at least 1.5 acres of wetland mitigation for the project

8. APPLICANT’S PERFORMANCE ON PAST GRANTS
A. Describe any of your agency’s ATP type grant failures during the past 5 years, and what
changes your agency will take in order to deliver this project.
Not applicable. Arcata has an exemplary record of managing grants, having received numerous
Caltrans grants over recent years. The City has demonstrated that it can deliver projects on time,
on budget. Key to this effort is the development of a detailed work plan with clear milestones
and responsibilities. Performance measures will be established in order to track progress. A
project manager will be designated who has experience managing state transportation funding
and who will ensure that all grant requirements are followed.
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Attachment 2: Project Photos and Video

Project Video:
A project video is included electronically with this application and can
be accessed via the web at:
http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014

Project Photos:
Current site conditions:
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Existing Highway and Railroad Condition

Simulation of Trail between the Highway and Railroad
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Attachment 3: Construction Plan Set

Humboldt Bay Trail: Arcata Rail with Trail Connectivity –
Phase II, April 2014
The attached plan set contained drawings and specifications for both
Phase I and II. Civil sheets 31‐42 have been omitted as they are
exclusively for Phase I which has already been funded and is set to
commence construction this fall.
Phase II which ATP funds are being requested to construct spans from
North of Samoa Boulevard through the Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary
along the Highway 101 corridor to Bracut.
The plan sets for Phase I and Phase II are also available at
http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014
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Attachment 4: Engineers Cost Estimate: Opinion of Probable Cost
Item

Units

Mobilization and Demob.
Construction Area Signs
Traffic Control
Water Pollution Control
Sub grade Replacement
Control of Water
Clearing and Grubbing
Temporary Shoring and
Trench Safety
Adjust Utility Cover to Grade
Adjust Manhole to Grade
Type of GI Drainage Inlet
6'-24" storm drain pipe
Replace Asphalt Concrete
Excavation and Grading
Embankment Borrow
Grade Drainage Swale
Class II Aggregate Base
RSP (1/4 ton)
Segmental Retaining Wall
Asphalt Concrete
Concrete Curb / gutter
Concrete (sidewalk, ramps)
Cast in Concrete Footings
Concrete Structures
Steel Bridges
Concrete Bridge Decking
Wood Rail Fence
Chain Link Fence

LS
EA
LS
LS
CY
LS
LS
LS
EA
EA
EA
LF
LS
CY
CY
LF
CY
Ton
SF
Ton
LS
LS
CY
EA
EA
LS
LF
LF

Guard Rail Detectable
Warnings (Truncated Doms)
Thermoplastic and signs (road,
way finding, interpretative)
Relocate Street Lights
Mitigation and avoidance
measures
Total

Unit
Cost

Quantity
Phase I

$500

6

$55

225

$400
$1,000
$4,000
$102

3
3
3
120

$18
$30
$5
$50
$100
$50
$100

2317
488
1200
4200
50
285
1500

$1,800
$13,500

40
8
1
1
1500
140

$50
$55

Cost
Phase I
$12,000
$3,000
$45,000
$10,000
$12,375
$6,000
$24,000
$20,000
$1,200
$3,000
$12,000
$12,240
$4,000
$41,706
$14,640
$6,000
$210,000
$5,000
$14,250
$150,000
$25,200
$73,000
$72,000
$108,000
$30,000
$25,000
$75,000
$7,700

Quantity
Phase II
7

650

5
5
5
96
9389
5000
5500
12500
250
0
2800

116
40
3
2
9600
0

Cost
Phase II

Total

$150,000
$3,500
$35,000
$40,000
$35,750
$18,000
$50,000

$162,000
$6,500
$80,000
$50,000
$48,125
$24,000
$74,000

$45,000
$2,000
$5,000
$20,000
$9,792
$8,600
$169,002
$150,000
$27,500
$625,000
$25,000
$0
$280,000
$0
$25,000
$208,800
$540,000
$860,000
$67,000
$480,000
$0

$65,000
$3,200
$8,000
$32,000
$22,032
$12,600
$210,708
$164,640
$33,500
$835,000
$30,000
$14,250
$430,000
$25,200
$98,000
$280,800
$648,000
$890,000
$92,000
$555,000
$7,700

LS

$5,000

$5,000

$10,000

LS
LS

$80,000
$6,000

$47,000
$0

$127,000
$6,000

LS

$986,689

$668,058 $1,654,747

$2,100,000

$4,600,000 $6,700,000
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This project has been in the community spotlight for almost 2 decades and is highlighted in
numerous local and regional plans and technical studies.

1. 2012 Humboldt Regional Bicycle Plan, Page 2 (2-2) emphasizes the priority of the
Humboldt Bay Trail in Policy 1.2 available at
www.hcaog.net/sites/default/files/final_2_bike_goals_0.pdf

Policy 1.2: HCAOG recognizes the high level of public support for a
dedicated bicycle and pedestrian trail in the NCRA and Caltrans corridor
between Eureka and Arcata (the “Humboldt Bay Trail”), and supports
multi-jurisdictional, public, and private efforts to develop it.
2. Humboldt Bay Trail: Eureka to Arcata – A Guiding Framework, 2008 Facilitiated

community discussion by the National Park Service to support the regional vision for a
pedestrian / bicycle trail between Arcata and Eureka. The work was captured in a
document called the Guiding Framework,
http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014

and initated the 2008 Humboldt Bay Trail: Eureka to Arcata Feasibility Report, 2008
available at www.hcaog.net/documents/humboldt-bay-trails-2007
3. Arcata Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan 2010 also emphasizes the region’s strong
interest in the Humbold Bay Trail and is listed on Table 5.5 Priority Bicycle Projects of
the 2010-2015 Planning Horizon (page 88)
http://www.cityofarcata.org/filebrowser/download/16253
4. Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) - 2014/14 Update “VROOM” - Page 6 outlines

priority trail development, available online at
www.hcaog.net/sites/default/files/3_trails_10.01.13_0.pdf

5. Regional Trails Master Plan: Page 50
The community has continually identified a need for an improved active
transportation and recreational facility that connects the cities of Arcata
and Eureka (Humboldt Bay Trail) available online at:
http://www.hcaog.net/sites/default/files/4__active_transportation_system_0.pdf
6. Humboldt People Powered Pathways, April 2009: Regional planning effort to forward
priority non-motorized infrastructure. Page 7 available at
http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014 identifies,
Humboldt Bay population center projects are high in priority….To
address the most popular trail interest in the region, for two years
agencies and community organizations have been working together as the
“Eureka to Arcata Trail Planning Team”.
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7. North Coast Railroad Authority Resolution No. 2012-13– Ad Hoc Committee
Resolution available at http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATPGrant-2014 highlighted on page 3 the following finding:
NCRA will prioritize rail infrastructure restoration and trail development
in the Eureka to Arcata corridor to more clearly align its timing and
objectives with those of the Humboldt County Association of
Governments’/Caltrans’ U.S. 101 Corridor Improvement Project.
December 2012
8. Humboldt County Coastal Trail Implementation Strategy, 2011 Figure 11, Page 75
outlines the Humboldt Bay Trail as a key segment of the California Coastal Trail.
http://rcaa.org/sites/rcaa.org/files/Humboldt_CCT_Implementation_Strategy_FinalReport
.pdf
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Attachment 7: Documentation of the Public Participation Process
Public advocacy has been the driving force in moving this project forward for over a decade.
Below is a sampling of the public process associated with this project focusing on the specific
trail segment (Phase II) that this grant is designed to fund.

Ad Hoc Eureka – Arcata Corridor and Bay Trail Committee, HCAOG 2014
This project has on-going monthly public meeting with primary
agency staff of the County of Humboldt, City of Arcata, City of
Eureka and Caltrans. The Ad-Hoc Committee frequently will
research and agendize discussion on topics that are raised by the
community. Meeting agendas and minutes can be found at:
www.hcaog.net/committees/ad-hoc-101-eureka-arcata-corridor-baytrail-committee-0

Arcata Rail with Trail Planning and Environmental Review
2010-2013 The City was funded by the California Coastal
Conservancy to design and permit the Humboldt Bay Trail – Arcata
Rail with Trail Project. This process had 2 primary efforts for
community involvement.
 Part I: Community outreach and education – the City conducted
15+ presentations to the local community including at the Arcata
City Council, North Coast Railroad Authority, Arcata Parks and
Recreation Committee, Arcata Open Space Committee, Arcata
Transportation Safety Committee as well as several local service
clubs (i.e. Rotary and Kiwanis) and interested non-profits
(Timber Heritage Association, Friends of Arcata Marsh, local
planners luncheon, etc). These presentations were to encourage
input and educate the community about the project.
 Part II: Route Alternative Analysis. In this phase the community
was asked to rate 1-5 different route alternatives for 21 segments
of trail. Over 115 citizens attended a meeting to provide input.
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The planning process also involved a large stakeholder group that was comprised of
representatives from:
• North Coast Railroad Authority
• County of Humboldt
• US Fish and Wildlife
• Friends of the Arcata Marsh
• Caltrans
• Timber Heritage Museum
• Redwood Community Action
• Greenwheels
Agency
• Humboldt Baykeepers
• California Coastal Commission
• Coast Walk
• US Army Corps. Of Engineers
• Humboldt Bay Bicycle Commuter’s
• Arcata Wetlands and Creeks
Association
Committee
• HSU – Shorebirds
• California Dept of Fish and Game
• Trails Trust of Humboldt Bay and
• Humboldt County Assoc. of Gov.
Water Trails
• California State Lands Commission
• City of Eureka
• Humboldt Bay Harbor District
• Corridor Access Project
• Arcata High School
• Pacific Coast Joint Venture
• Local Birding Groups / Audubon
• Arcata / Eureka Chamber of
Commerce
• USDA Forest Service
• Humboldt County Convention &
• Local Waterfowl Hunters
Visitors Bureau
• PG&E
This group of representatives was engaged in three official meetings throughout the 2 year
planning horizon and were individually consulted on specific aspects of the plan as needed.
Happy Trails, Weekly Radio Show on KHUM: In large part- this weekly radio show was
spearheaded to keep the pressure on community leaders to complete a trail between Arcata and
Eureka. Several shows have been dedicated to updating the community on the Humboldt Bay
Trail. Podcasts can be listened to at http://khum.com/podcasts/all_episodes/2/ .
Humboldt Bay Trail: Eureka to Arcata – A Guiding Framework 2008-2009
http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014

The National Park Service facilitiated a two year community discussion to support the region’s
vision for a pedestrian / bicycle trail between Arcata and Eureka. This process initated the
Humboldt Bay Trail: Eureka to Arcata Feasibility Report, 2008 avaialble at
www.hcaog.net/documents/humboldt-bay-trails-2007

North Coast Railroad Authority Resolution No. 2012-13– The NCRA held a series of three
public meeting in 2012 to respond to community interest in trail development between Arcata
and Eureka. The Ad Hoc Committee Resolution highlighted on page 3 the following finding:
NCRA will prioritize rail infrastructure restoration and trail development in the
Eureka to Arcata corridor to more clearly align its timing and objectives with those
of the Humboldt County Association of Governments’/Caltrans’ U.S. 101 Corridor
Improvement Project. December 2012
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California Coastal Commission: September 12, 2013. Held a public hearing regarding
the State Highway 101 Corridor Improvement Project between Eureka and Arcata. In
response to years of community input the Commission placed a condition for the
Highway project to be found consistent with the Coastal Act that the Humboldt Bay trail
have secure funding and right-of-way prior to receiving funds for the Highway
Improvements.
Additional Evidence of Community Input and Support
The Humboldt Trails Council and Bay[t]rail Advocates have
both dedicated websites to community education regarding
this project. In addition to ongoing community education they
also recently supported the First Annual Jammie Jog to raise
both awareness and funds to support the project.
Humboldt Trails Council: www.humtrails.org
Bay[t]rail Advocates: http://baytrailplan.org/
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Attachment 8: Letters of Support Environmental Documentation and Benefit / Cost
Analysis
Support letters for this project have been received from the following individuals and can also be
viewed at:

http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014
Senator Barbara Boxer

Senator Diane Feinstein

US Congressman, Jared Huffman

Assembly member Wesley Chesbro

California Department of Transportation

Humboldt Baykeeper

Humboldt County Association of Governments

North Coast Environmental Center

North State Super Region

State Coastal Conservancy

Humboldt County Public Works

Redwood Community Action Agency

Humboldt Bay Bicycle Commuters Association

Humboldt Area Foundation

Humboldt Bay T[r]rail Advocates

Arcata Mainstreet

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and
Conservation District

Arcata Chamber of Commerce

Environmental Planning Documents
Complete environmental planning documentation including CEQA certification can be found at:

http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014
Benefit / Cost Analysis
The City has completed a Benefit Cost Analysis for the project using the following
methodologies
 U.S. Department of Transportation TIGER 2008 and 2011 cost-benefit analysis guidance
 Transportation Research Board’s National Cooperative Highway Research Program
Report 552: Guidelines for Analysis of Investments in Bicycle Facilities
 Environmental Protection Agency: Vehicle and gas consumption averages
Available at:

http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014
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Attachment 8: Letters of Support Environmental Documentation and Benefit / Cost
Analysis
Support letters for this project have been received from the following individuals and can also be
viewed at:

http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014
Senator Barbara Boxer

Senator Diane Feinstein

US Congressman, Jared Huffman

Assembly member Wesley Chesbro

California Department of Transportation

Humboldt Baykeeper

Humboldt County Association of Governments

North Coast Environmental Center

North State Super Region

State Coastal Conservancy

Humboldt County Public Works

Redwood Community Action Agency

Humboldt Bay Bicycle Commuters Association

Humboldt Area Foundation

Humboldt Bay T[r]rail Advocates

Arcata Mainstreet

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and
Conservation District

Arcata Chamber of Commerce

Environmental Planning Documents
Complete environmental planning documentation including CEQA certification can be found at:

http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014
Benefit / Cost Analysis
The City has completed a Benefit Cost Analysis for the project using the following
methodologies
 U.S. Department of Transportation TIGER 2008 and 2011 cost-benefit analysis guidance
 Transportation Research Board’s National Cooperative Highway Research Program
Report 552: Guidelines for Analysis of Investments in Bicycle Facilities
 Environmental Protection Agency: Vehicle and gas consumption averages
Available at:

http://www.cityofarcata.org/departments/public-works/parks/ATP-Grant-2014
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ARCATA MAIN STREET

To enhance and promote Arcata’s identity, economy and cultural spirit
July 31, 2008
Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway 13th Floor
Oakland CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:
Arcata Main Street is an effort of local merchants to stimulate economic conditions in downtown
Arcata, provide and foster community building events and civic beautification projects. With the mission of
developing and supporting a clean, safe and vibrant downtown, Arcata Main Street fosters and encourages
support of our local economy as a means to retaining our identity and building a strong community.
Arcata Main Street fully supports the City of Arcata’s continuing efforts to improve non-motorized
transportation options to and from the downtown area. Main Street believes the current Rail with Trail
connectivity project is important for the economic, social and recreational vitality of the Arcata community for
several reasons including;
Its ability to connect travelers in Arcata to the Coast and Humboldt Bay,
Its ability to attract tourists to visit and stay in Arcata while being able to connect to the California Coastal
Trail,
Its ability to assist the revitalization effort underway in the downtown area,
It’s ability to offer promote healthy lifestyles for local residents and visitors, and
Its ability to physically clean up a blighted rail corridor.
We are pleased that Arcata continues to work to make Arcata a more inviting place to live, work and play
and believe that this project will improve both the local residents quality of life and the visitors experience to
the North coast. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 707-822-4500.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Koopman
Executive Director
Arcata Main Street

Arcata Main Street
791 8th Street, Suite 5

Arcata, CA 95521

Phone: 707-822-4500

www.arcatamainstreet.com

Fax: 707-822-4555

May	
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City of Arcata
736 F Street
Arcata, CA 95521
Subject: Support for Arcata Non-Motorized Trail Project
1385 8th Street, Suite 226
Arcata, CA 95521
P.O. Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518
(707) 822-6918
nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org
Board of Directors
Larry Glass, President
Safe Alternatives for our
Forest Environment
Bob Morris, Vice President
Trinity County Rep. At-Large
Jennifer Kalt, Secretary
California Native Plant Society
Chris Beresford, Treasurer
At-Large
C.J. Ralph
Redwood Region
Audubon Society
Richard Kreis
Sierra Club North Group,
Redwood Chapter
Jessica Hall
Humboldt Baykeeper
Scott Greacen
At-Large
Dan Sealy
At-Large

Staff
Dan Ehresman
Executive Director
Morgan Corviday
ECONEWS Editor
Alanna Cottrell
Administrative Assistant
Brandon Drucker
Office Intern

Dear Mayor Britton:
On behalf of Green Wheels and the North Coast Environmental Center
(NEC), I’d like to express our full support for the City’s “Rail with Trail
Connectivity Project.” As a program of the NEC, Green Wheels actively
works for a healthier community, economy and environment, advocating
for balanced and sustainable transportation on the North Coast. This means
transit as a viable alternative to driving for working families, land use
planning to make sustainable transportation more cost- and time-effective,
and bike and pedestrian infrastructure that everyone feels safe using –
which would be realized through the completion of a Humboldt Bay Trail
between Eureka and Arcata.
The Arcata Rail with Trail Connectivity Project is a unique opportunity to
develop a regional trail along Humboldt Bay. When complete, the trail will
serve as a key non-motorized means of commuter access and help reduce
the level of risk associated with vehicular collision that cyclists and
pedestrians currently face when traversing the corridor between Arcata and
Eureka. On a personal note as a bicycle commuter, I can personally attest
to the dangers of the corridor for bicyclists and motorists alike and, along
with many of our supporters, I very much look forward to the day when the
Humboldt Bay Trail is complete. The project illustrates a combination of
meeting both local and regional non-motorized transportation needs and
demonstrates a comprehensive design that is ready to implement.
The City of Arcata’s request for federal assistance to help implement this
project is a cause we wholeheartedly support. Please feel free to contact me
with any questions regarding our interests in this project.
Sincerely,
Dan Ehresman
Executive Director
	
  

June 3, 2013
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway 13th Floor
Oakland CA 94612
Re: Support for City of Arcata's Rail with Trail Connectivity Project
Dear Board of Directors,
Humboldt Baykeeper works to safeguard our coastal resources for the health, enjoyment, and
economic strength of the Humboldt Bay community, and is a member of the California Coastkeeper
Alliance and the international Waterkeeper Alliance. We have a longstanding interest in protecting
and expanding coastal access for all users, particularly the completion of California’s Coastal Trail.
I am writing this letter on behalf of Humboldt Baykeeper in support of the City of Arcata's Rail with
Trail Connectivity Project, provided that the final design complies with the California Coastal Act.
Development of the Coastal Trail along Humboldt Bay between Arcata and Eureka has been a dream
for many residents of the Humboldt Bay area for decades. Such a trail will provide safe coastal
access for commuting, recreational, and touring cyclists along a designated section of the Pacific
Coast Bike Trail, as well as hiking and nature study, and will provide access to a spectacular section
of coastline – the shore of Humboldt Bay.
The Arcata Rail with Trail Connectivity Project will complete a portion of the Coastal Trail between
Arcata and Eureka, the two largest population centers in Humboldt County. As such it is an
important first step towards securing safe coastal access for commuters, families, and visitors along
the only section of Highway 101 that follows the Humboldt Bay shoreline. It will encourage the
appreciation of the coastal wetlands, sloughs, and mudflats and the stunning diversity of flora and
fauna that are so abundant in these habitats.
We also support the project because it is a leap forward to connecting the nearly completed Eureka
Waterfront Trail with the Hammond Trail in McKinleyville, connecting the major population centers
and numerous coastal access points and recreation area, benefiting residents and visitors alike.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Kalt, Policy Director
Humboldt Baykeeper
217 E Street, Eureka, CA 95501
jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org
(707)268-8897
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736 F Street
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Dear Mayor Britton:
On behalf of Green Wheels and the North Coast Environmental Center
(NEC), I’d like to express our full support for the City’s “Rail with Trail
Connectivity Project.” As a program of the NEC, Green Wheels actively
works for a healthier community, economy and environment, advocating
for balanced and sustainable transportation on the North Coast. This means
transit as a viable alternative to driving for working families, land use
planning to make sustainable transportation more cost- and time-effective,
and bike and pedestrian infrastructure that everyone feels safe using –
which would be realized through the completion of a Humboldt Bay Trail
between Eureka and Arcata.
The Arcata Rail with Trail Connectivity Project is a unique opportunity to
develop a regional trail along Humboldt Bay. When complete, the trail will
serve as a key non-motorized means of commuter access and help reduce
the level of risk associated with vehicular collision that cyclists and
pedestrians currently face when traversing the corridor between Arcata and
Eureka. On a personal note as a bicycle commuter, I can personally attest
to the dangers of the corridor for bicyclists and motorists alike and, along
with many of our supporters, I very much look forward to the day when the
Humboldt Bay Trail is complete. The project illustrates a combination of
meeting both local and regional non-motorized transportation needs and
demonstrates a comprehensive design that is ready to implement.
The City of Arcata’s request for federal assistance to help implement this
project is a cause we wholeheartedly support. Please feel free to contact me
with any questions regarding our interests in this project.
Sincerely,
Dan Ehresman
Executive Director
	
  

