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GEORGE ZEHNDNER.— To
in tracing the successive steps

the biographer there is always interest
which have led a pioneer from poverty and

obscurity to influence and prosperity. No advantages of education or opportunity came to Mr. Zehndner in his old German home in Bavaria, where he
was born June 22, 1824, of humble parentage, and where he became inured to
hard labor on a farm. To have a chance to cross the ocean in 1849 seemed
the first opportunity to this self-sustaining youth and he was eager to avail
himself of the advantages which he hoped would await him in the new world.
A long voyage of three months on an ocean sailer did not daunt his high
hopes, for he was of the sturdy blood of Teutonic warriors and philosophers,
and the privations of a steerage passage could cause only a very temporary
inconvenience. His father, Nicholas Zehndner, had fought in the Napoleonic
war of 1812-14 and had been in the German regular army from 1821 to 1827,
the family meantime remaining on a small farm to which he made frequent
visits during seasons of furlough.
Arriving in America with a very small sum of money, it was not easy for
George Zehndner to reach Indiana, but by dint of considerable patience and
prolonged effort he arrived in that state and found work on a farm, where he
remained until the spring of 1852. Meanwhile he had become familiar with
the English language and was thus better fitted to cope with the difficulties
of life in a strange country. Leaving the Indiana farm, he walked to Dayton,
Ohio, and thence to Cincinnati, where he took passage on a river steamboat
bound for New Orleans, and from the latter city he worked his passage to
Havana. Next he sailed for the isthmus. He was obliged to walk across
the isthmus, and when he landed at the Pacific coast he found about three
thousand persons waiting for boats to take them to San Francisco. After
some time he secured passage on an old whaling vessel, which was obliged
to put in at Honolulu owing to the scarcity of provisions.
There again the
young emigrant met with difficulties, for he was without money. Finally he
was taken on board the schooner Lena, which brought its one hundred sixty
passengers into the harbor of San Francisco in August of 1852.
Memories of the first day in California still linger in the mind of Mr.
Zehndner. After wandering about until he was almost exhausted he stepped
into a bar-room, where he was permitted to spend the night. The next day
he earned seventy-five cents, one-third of which was paid out for a loaf of
bread, and it is doubtful if he ever appreciated food in his entire life to a
greater degree than on that memorable occasion. By working for his passage
he managed to get to Sacramento, where he had employment in a brickyard
for a month. Next he went to Marysville, from there walked to the American
river and worked in the mines for three weeks, but lack of success caused him
to return to Sacramento and secure work as a wood-chopper. The spring of
1853 found him at Weaverville, Trinity county, where he met with moderate
success and invested his earnings in a pack-train. During 1854 he traded his
twenty mules for twenty cows and drove the herd across to Humboldt county,
where he settled on Angels ranch, twelve miles from Areata, and embarked
in the cattle industry. For a time he was prospered, but a most discouraging
incident occurred March 22, 1862, when he was shot in the hand and back
by Indians. He succeeded in making his escape to the house of a neighbor,
but his ranch-house was burned and all of his cattle stolen. For two years
he was ill, as a result of wounds received in the attack. At the subsidence of
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the Indian troubles in 1866 he returned to his ranch from Areata and resumed
dairying and cattle-raising, but in 1870 he sold the property and again established a home at Areata, where he has ever since resided.
Near town he
formerly owned a ranch of forty acres, but this he sold after conducting it for
many years. He still owns another ranch comprising one hundred eighteen
acres, which he rents to tenants, and he now lives retired from agricultural
cares.
Besides his country holdings he owns valuable business property in
the heart of Areata.
Republican in his political faith and an ardent admirer of the late William
McKinley, during 1906 Mr. Zehndner erected a bronze life-size monument in
memory of the martyr president and this memorial, which he presented to the
city of Areata, now stands in the center of the park and, mounted on a granite
square, commands the admiring attention of passers-by. In matters Masonic
he is identified with Areata Lodge No. 106, F. & A. M., also Eureka Chapter

No. 52, R. A. M. Mrs. Zehndner, whom he married December 8, 1874, bore
the maiden name of Christene Rossow, and was born and reared in Brandenburg, Germany, whence she came to California during 1873. By a former
marriage she became the mother of two children. The son, Frederick, was
killed at Korbel while in the employ of the railroad, and the daughter, Mary,
now the wife of Capt. C. C. Hansen, is living at Berkeley. Mrs. Zehndner is
a member of the Presbyterian Church.
FELT, M. :D.— Few residents of Humboldt
county have enjoyed as great a degree of affectionate esteem among their
fellow citizens as the late Dr. Theodore Dwight Felt, who was a "fortyniner," during his first years in the state a miner, a typical physician of pioneer days and also took a hand in the development of the county's industrial
resources. An exceptionally skillful physician and surgeon, possessing personal courage, and unselfish to a fault in administering aid whenever it
was needed. Dr. Felt's character won him the love and respect of a wide
circle of admirers, and his achievements will long be quoted among pioneer
reminiscences. The period of his practice here covered forty-seven years
He maintained a posiuntil his death, although he lived to be over eighty.
tion among the leading members of his profession throughout that time.
Dr. Felt was a native of Massachusetts, and of old New England stock.
The family is of English origin, his emigrant ancestor in the paternal line,
George Felt, having been born in England in 1601, and, according to tradition,
came to America with John Endicott, who arrived at Salem, Mass., with a
party of colonists in the year 1628. George Felt's name appears upon the
town records of Manchester, Mass., in 1633.
Theodore Dwight Felt was born March 22, 1817, in Everett, and passed
his early years upon a farm in the western part of Massachusetts. He began
his education in the district schools, and took up the study of medicine under
a physician in the locality, later taking a course at the old Transylvania College, Louisville, Ky., from which institution he was graduated. This college
has since passed out of existence. Surgery seemed to be the branch of his
work for which he was best fitted by nature, and for several years after his
graduation he traveled over the eastern and southern states, doing orthopedic
surgery and operating on crossed eyes, club feet and other deformities. In
1849 he came out to California, across the plains, and for a time joined the
search for gold, following mining in Trinity county for two years with en-
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Bates.

May were memorable months

in

On every
r862, particularly the month of March.
hand was heard complaint of Indian depredations.
Weak and isolated settlements were abandoned in
consequence of the increased boldness of the savages,
impunity the stock left behind. From
and
lonely settlements the Indians exthe isolated
tended their depredations to more populous communities, contracting their sphere of operations with each

who

killed with

succeeding outrage.

The bullet and the torch did their deadliest and
most destructive work in the month of March. On
Saturday, the 2 2d day of the month, an attack was
made on Angel's Ranch, where George Zehndner lived,
II miles from Union.
It was late in the afternoon.
George Zehndner and his brother Jacob were plowing
in adjacent fields, 500 yards from the house.
Unsuspicious of danger, they were quietly at work, when a
shot was fired from a spot close by where the Indians
24
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had been hiding, George Zehndner being struck in
the side, the ball passing around and lodging in the
back.
Dropping to his knees, Zehndner contrived to
reach the fence, clambered over, and gained the cover
of the woods, wounded and crippled as he was, closely
pursued and frequently fired at by the savages. Having an intimate knowledge of the neighborhood, he
succeeded in eluding his pursuers and reached the
house of R. Hanlon, less than a mile from his own.
Jacob Zehndner escaped by flight when he heard the
shot fired at his brother, and Mrs. Brehmer also escaped by fleeing through the brush. The Hanlons,
the Zehndners and Mrs. Brehmer went to Union on
Sunday morning and were cared for by the citizens of
that place.
During the day a party of citizens went
There everything was in ruins,
to Angel's Ranch.
charred and blackened rafters and beams tottering in
unsightly desolation where yesterday had been substantial and comfortable farm-houses.
The savages
had applied the torch to everything that would burn.
On Monday, the 24th, a party of citizens went to
the house of a farmer named Goodman, in the same
neighborhood, and removed his family to the residence
of A. S. Bates. On the same day the house was burned,
and on the next day the house vacated by Mr.
Hanlon was burned. The excitement attending one
depredation did not have time to subside before
another occurred, the people of Union being in a con-

Wednesday,
March 26th, was the date of a deed, daring and deliberate, which startled the coolest and most self-possess-

tinual state of alarm not easily described.
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new sense of impending
Seven miles from Union, in a neighborhood
which had enjoyed the reputation of being secure and
safe, a farmer named A. S. Bates was killed within
It was ten o'clock
three hundred yards of his house.
in the morning, and he had gone out to look for cattle,
when the people in the house heard the report of two
A dog which had followed Bates returned with
guns.
There were in the house Mrs.
a bleeding wound.
Bates and her three children, Mr. Goodman and wife
and five children, and B. Croghan. A shower of buled of the inhabitants into a

danger.

lets

pelted against the side of

the

house.

The

in-

mates rushed out and fled towards the river. Mrs.
Simmons and three children from a neighboring house
She had fired the
joined them, carrying three guns.

guns as a signal to her husband, who had started for
Union a few minutes before the Indians appeared.
The fugitives reached the river in safety, where they
were met by Mr. Simmons and Mr. Aiden, who took
them down the river in canoes to Daby's ferry. Remaining there all night, they went to Union on ThursA party of citizens went from Union to the
day.
Bates farm, where they recovered the body of Bates,
who had been killed by a bullet in the neck and an
arrow through the body. The buildings had been
burned.
The death of Mr. Bates was keenly felt in
the community.
He had resided on his farm since
1854, and had surrounded himself with the comforts of
a beautiful home.
His tragic death, so near the town
of Union, enveloped the community in the heavy
gloom of doubt and distrust and fear.
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A meeting
2d of April

of the citizens of
to consider

Union was held on the

the dangerous condition of

It was like previous meetings of the kind,
affairs.
adopting resolutions expressing the sentiments of the

people, and doing nothing more.
as the presiding officer
tary.

The

resolutions

dwelling east of the

T.

J.

Titlow acted

and C. A. Murdock as Secreadopted stated that every

Hoopa

trail

for a distance of fifty

had been burnt by the Indians, and cattle and
other property had been wantonly destroyed.
For
more than a year, it was asserted, residents of Union
had been prevented from going to the country except
Improvements in building
at great risk of their lives.
and
population
steadily diminished.
had been stopped
The resolutions embodied a request to the authorities
to remove the Hoopa tribe of Indians from their
rancherias, representing that they were in league with
the hostile tribes and also a request that all the
tribes taken from their homes be removed to a distant
Reservation, farther away than the vicinity of Crescent
City and Mendocino, from whence they returned at
miles,

;

Copies of the resolutions were sent to
Governor Stanford, to Brig. Gen. Wright, and to Col.

their leisure.

Lippitt.

Public meetings were doubtless effective in allaying
public excitement, but they could not stop the depredations of the Indians.

quota of events

to the

April and

May brought

detriment of the whites.

their

A man

named Patrick Regan, an industrious stock-raiser, living five miles from Angel's Ranch, was shot from the
woods near his cabin and killed. Cooper's Mills were
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and robbed and plundered. Oak Camp,
Pratt's pack-train was encamped, was
attacked and the three men with the train driven off,
some of the goods being carried away by the Indians
and the remainder burnt. Other alarming indications
were not lacking of a determined purpose to wage
persistent and indiscriminating war on the whites.
The suffering of the stock-raisers of Bear River and
Mattole was terrible. Cattle were driven off, houses
were robbed, travelers were murdered. There was no
protection and no reason to expect any.
on
where
set

fire

W. H.
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IPresident^s Gorner
This is the time of the year when the
hills of Humboldt are brought to life by
the warmer rains and longer days. The
early settlers must have looked forward
to this season after their long, dark
winter.
About 311 people attended the annual
banquet of the Historical Society on
Feb. 12 at the Eureka Inn. They saw a
group of local people perform wonderful
Scottish dances and heard Albert Davis
give a genealogy of the Davis and Bryant families. Martha Roscoe received
the annual award of Historian of the
Year with a standing ovation.
The board of directors adopted the
budget for 1989 at its March 7 meeting.
There is rapid progress being made on
getting a new accounting system set up
on the society's computer.
The committees have met and have
discovered there are many interesting
things to do. They need help and request
you call the office (707-443-3515).
Two very interesting programs have
been arranged by Vice President Marylee Rohde for April 11 and May 9,1989.
At the April meeting. Professor Gary
Carver, geologist, will discuss several
types of earthquakes that have occurred
around Humboldt Bay. Recent research
by Carver has correlated large land
movements around Humboldt Bay with
those recorded in coastal Oregon and
Washington. These land movements appear to result from giant, severe earthquakes that occur about once every 400
years. He has found buried soils and
forests in the Arcata bottoms which date
back several hundred years.
Dr. Doris K. Niles, a well-known botanist and scientist, will be at the May
meeting to discuss the historical and
biological significance of the natural
prairies in Humboldt County. (For the
life story of Dr. Niles, see "Living Legends" article in the July-August, 1985,
issue of the Historian.)
The Eureka Heritage Society has
scheduled a tour of Eureka's most interesting historic homes on May 14, 1989,
and a bus tour of sites in Humboldt

This appealing scene of a 90year-old gentleman and a small
child was caught by the camera
at a time of celebration in 1914.
The bearded one is George
Zehndner who joined others in
festivities marking completion
of the Northwestern Pacific
Railroad line between Willits
and Eureka. The child, wearing
the patriarch's hat, is not identified.
Zehndner is best known for
his gift of the McKinley statue to
the City of Arcata in 1906. He
was born in Bavaria, Germany,
in 1824, the son of a farmer. He
came to America in 1849, found
work on a farm in Indiana and
eventually arrived in California.
He had some luck in the gold
fields of Weaverville, Trinity
County, before moving to Humboldt County in 1854. He settled
on Angels Ranch, 12 miles from
Arcata, and prospered in the
cattle and dairy business. He
sold the ranch in 1870, moved
into the town of Arcata where
he became a distinguished citizen. Republican leader and an
ardent admirer of President
McKinley, the late martyred
president.
County that are on the National Register of Historic places. More information can be obtained by calling 4428937.
The Thomas Minor Society will host a
reunion at the Eureka Inn in August,
1989, to honor the late Isaac Minor. He
arrived in the Eureka-Arcata area in
1853 and played a leading role in the
development of the area. Information on
this event can be obtained from Gordon
Minor at 916-258-4340.
The City of Eureka and Humboldt
County are investigating several alternative designs for improving Harrison
Ave. The investigation has included historical research on how this section of
Eureka developed. It appears it all began in 1889 when the County Board of
Supervisors decided to buy 20 acres of
stump land for the new county hospital.
Harrison Avenue was not named until
1894 and was a dirt trail along a section
line. The new hospital was completed in
1892. The complete story will be presented in a future program by Susan
O'Hara, public historian.
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