
The Committee continued to devote many hours to the Excessive Energy Use Tax and on 
November 6, 2012 Arcata’s citizens voted to implement the tax by a 68% to 32% vote (

. 

 

Quality of Life Indicators. The Committee submitted the following 
Indicators for consideration. 

Indicator 1: Greenhouse Gas Emissions / Carbon Sequestration 
 Total emissions inventory every 5 years to include a list of total acres of City 

owned lands that are sequestering carbon (wetland / forest). 
 Total community energy use annually, including natural gas, electricity and other 

readily available data.  
 

Indicator 2: Energy Efficiency Encouragement 
 Do residents and businesses in Arcata have the option to purchase renewable 

energy (other than by installing their own generation technology)? 
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 Annual per capita energy expenditure – per each sector (Large Agriculture, 
Commercial, Residential and Industrial).  Kilowatt hours or therms/ person or 
kilowatt hours or therms / square foot of manufacturing; 

 Number of solar permits and total kilowatt hours installed as a cumulative total, a 
percentage change from the previous year and a per capita estimate. 

 Number of solar permits issued for solar hot water heaters and the total therm 
capacity installed.   

 Energy savings from incentive/rebate programs and total number of rebates 
issued from PG&E, RCEA, RCAA or other Independently Operated Utilities, the 
California Energy Commission or from the Public Goods Charge.  

 
Indicator 3: Sustainable / Alternative transportation (Reference to Transportation 
Safety Committee Recommendation) 

 Total ridership each year 
 Number of electric vehicles / alternative fuel vehicles and E-9 meters installed 
 Percentage of non-motorized modeshare 
 Total miles of non-motorized transport corridors / bike lanes and trails 

 
Indicator 4: Solid Waste and Recycling 

 Annual Percentage of solid waste diverted from the landfill 
 Total per capita solid waste tons disposed of in the landfill 

 

 
 

4. Develop an Annual Incentive Award for Energy Efficiency/Climate Change Work;  
 and develop 

recommendations for use of the revenue
6. Provide guidance to Balance Efficiency and Indoor Air Quality; 
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