Proclamation
In Recognition of

Outstanding Leadership in Coastal Stewardship
Presented to Arcata Elementary School
WHEREAS, Arcata was the first city to support the West Coast Governors’ Agreement on
Ocean Health and has a proud tradition of environmental awareness thanks to an engaged
citizenry, community organizations and student activists who work to expand scientific literacy
by promoting an understanding of complex coastal and ocean issues; and
WHEREAS, World Oceans Day is an annual opportunity to honor the world's oceans by
building awareness of the crucial role the ocean plays in our lives and of the important ways
people can get directly involved in protecting our future through a new mindset and personal and
community action; and
WHEREAS, the future community leaders at Arcata Elementary School, working with the
Arcata Community Recycling Center with funding from the California Coastal Commission’s
Whale Tail Grants Program, showed their commitment to local and global ocean stewardship by
celebrating World Oceans Day on June 8, 2010. For their Ocean Day project, the students:
•
•
•

Learned how trash from the land is collecting in the middle of the Pacific Ocean and how
this hurts marine animals and birds when they ingest the plastics;
Cleaned up beaches, gathered over 6,000 plastic bottles during a plastics collection drive
and created a marine debris art project showing the great garbage patch within the North
Pacific Gyre and the sea life it harms; and
In doing this project, the students showed our community how we can take small steps in
our daily lives to protect and conserve our oceans and reduce our impacts on our planet’s
fragile ecosystem.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the City Council of the City of Arcata hereby
recognizes the students, faculty and staff at Arcata Elementary School for their Outstanding
Leadership in Coastal Stewardship and encourages the community to continue the students’
work by participating in California Coastal Clean-up Day on Saturday 25, 2010. The Council
commends Arcata Elementary School’s young community leaders for their work and their pledge
to keep the land, the beach and the sea litter-free, thus promoting a healthy coastal environment
benefitting the people of Arcata, California, the nation, and the planet we all share.
Dated: September 22, 2010
_________________________________
Alexandra Stillman
Mayor

